§ 98.52 Child care resource and referral system.

(a) A Lead Agency may expend funds to establish or support a system of local or regional child
care resource and referral organizations that is coordinated, to the extent determined appropriate
by the Lead Agency, by a statewide public or private nonprofit, community-based or regionally
based, lead child care resource and referral organization.

(b) If a Lead Agency uses funds as described in paragraph (a) of this section, the local or regional
child care resource and referral organizations supported shall, at the direction of the Lead
Agency:

(1) Provide parents in the State with consumer education information referred to in § 98.33
(except as otherwise provided in that paragraph), concerning the full range of child care options
(including faith-based and community-based child care providers), analyzed by provider,
including child care provided during nontraditional hours and through emergency child care
centers, in their political subdivisions or regions;

(2) To the extent practicable, work directly with families who receive assistance under this
subchapter to offer the families support and assistance, using information described in paragraph
(b)(1) of this section, to make an informed decision about which child care providers they will
use, in an effort to ensure that the families are enrolling their children in the most appropriate
child care setting to suit their needs and one that is of high quality (as determined by the Lead
Agency);

(3) Collect data and provide information on the coordination of services and supports, including
services under section 619 and part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20
U.S.C. 1431, et seq.), for children with disabilities (as defined in section 602 of such Act (20
U.S.C. 1401));

(4) Collect data and provide information on the supply of and demand for child care services in
political subdivisions or regions within the State and submit such information to the State;

(5) Work to establish partnerships with public agencies and private entities, including faith-based
and community-based child care providers, to increase the supply and quality of child care
services in the State; and

(6) As appropriate, coordinate their activities with the activities of the State Lead Agency and
local agencies that administer funds made available in accordance with this part.
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